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1. Goals of the research 

Many policies and scenarios regarding mobility (SPF Santé Publique, Sécurité de la Chaîne alimentaire 
et Environnement, 2021; SPW Mobilité, 2017, 2019, 2021)

BUT what about the actual behaviours? 
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Source: Indicators.be, 2021 
(https://indicators.be/fr/i/G09_PRC/Transport_de_person
nes_en_voiture) 

https://indicators.be/fr/i/G09_PRC/Transport_de_personnes_en_voiture


2. Theoretical framework
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Based on: Ajzen I. (1991)
Based on: Schatzki T. 
(1996) and Reckwitz 
A. (2002)



3. Research questions 
and hypotheses

Research questions

A. How is the adoption of more sustainable or the 
defection from less sustainable mobility practices 
complicated and how can the adoption of such 
practices be facilitated?

B. Does the mobility by company cars interact with 
the adoption of more sustainable or the defection 
from less sustainable mobility practices? If yes, 
how?
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3. Research questions and hypotheses

Hypotheses

A. The socio-economic characteristics of the practitioners (gender, age, income and education
level), their household composition, place of residence, and significant events in their life
interact with the adoption of and defection from mobility practices; the components of the
practices interact with the adoption and defection of mobility practices; the perceptions that
people have on their own pollution interact with the adoption and defection of mobility
practices; the period of the year, the way in which practices bundle with each other’s, the
social networks within which the practice circulates, the natural environment of the practice
(climatic variations, weather, type of environment (rural, urban, semi-rural) interact with the
adoption and defection of mobility practices.

B. The access to one (or several) company cars in the household complicates the development
of more sustainable mobility practices regarding the distance covered, the frequency of the
trips, the means of transport used, the type of car, (more or less heavy, and more or less
fuel/energy-efficient), and power supply source notably.
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4. Methodology
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Database Types of 
analyses

MOBWAL
2017

Bivariate 
statistical 
analyses

BeMob
2020

Descriptive 
statistical 
analyses



5. First statistical analyses and results: results 
from the MOBWAL database (1/2)
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Graph 1 - Socio economic variables impacting the fact of being the main driver 
of at least one company car in the household



5. First statistical analyses and results: results 
from the MOBWAL database (2/2)
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Graph 2 - Mobility practices impacted by the fact of being the main driver of at least one 
company car of the household



5. First statistical analyses and results: results 
from the BeMob database (1/4)
Who rides company cars?

How big are company cars?
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Age groups Percentages

From 18 to 24 years old 4,27%

From 25 to 64 years old 92,17%

65 years old and more 3,56%

Number of seats Percentages for the first 
company car

Percentages for the second 
company car

Five seats 69,04% 72,94%

Two seats 8,95% 7,47%

Four seats 7,91% 12,14%

Seven seats 6,25% 0%



5. First statistical analyses and results: results 
from the BeMob database (2/4)

How are the company cars powered?
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Type of power 
supply

Percentages for the 
first company car

Percentages for the 
second company car

Gasoline 29,14% 22,6%

Diesel 61,81% 57,58%

Electric plug-in 2,57% 2,7%

Hybrid 5,22% 7,53%

Others 1,26% 9,59%

Km travelled

(average - 12 months)

Percentages for the first 

company car

Percentages for the 

second company car

Under 100 km 0,5% 0%

Between 100 and 499 
km

0% 0%

Between 500 and 999 
km 

0% 0%

Between 1 000 and 4 
999 km 

4% 6%

Between 5 000 and 9 
999 km

4% 22%

Between 10 000 and 
49 999 km

85% 60%

Between 50 000 and 
99 999 km

6% 12%

Above 100 000 km 0,5% 0%

How many km do company cars travel?



5. First statistical analyses and results: results 
from the BeMob database (3/4)

Why are company car used? (The four main reasons)
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How many passengers travel in a company car?

Users Percentages for the first 

company car

Percentages for the 

second company car

Driver only 71,95% 81,94%

Driver + 1 passenger 19,87% 9,99%
Driver + several 

passengers
8,18% 8,06%

Main reason to use the 

company car

Percentages for the 

first company car

Percentages for the 

second company car

Commuting to work 78,05% 69,29%
Professional journeys 

(other than commuting)
6,87% 8,74%

Groceries shopping 5,14% 7,85%

Visiting family and friends 2,48% 4%



5. First statistical analyses and results: results 
from the BeMob database (4/4)
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When are company cars used?

Days of the week Percentages for the first company car Percentages for the second company car

0 2,93% 5,73%

1 4,69% 8,25%

2 7,78% 5,26%

3 5,97% 9,46%

4 6,42% 4,99%

5 72,22% 66,30%

Days of the weekend Percentages for the first company car Percentages for the second company car

0 14,73% 33,23%

1 36,04% 38,70%

2 49,23% 28,07%



6. Discussion

• Are these characteristics significantly different from those 
of people driving “normal” cars?

➢New data accessed!

• What about the other modes of transport?

Therefore, multivariate analyses are needed, as well as 
qualitative data!
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Public climate survey: 2021 edition*

Relationship between the number of cars 
available in the household and the 

presence of company cars?

Relationship between the availability of 
at least one company car in the 

household and the number of km 
travelled by car each year?
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*“Enquête sur le climat 2021”
“Enquête over klimaatverandering 2021”
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Despite these discussion points, 
what can be concluded?

The company car system seems 
to have an impact on mobility 
practices in Wallonia

Behaviours come from practices 
and are not the results of 
intentions only 

7. Concluding 
remarks 



8. Perspectives for the government
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Information is needed 
to change behaviours, 

but not sufficient

It makes no sense to 
change individual 
behaviours only

The company cars 
system influences more 

than the way 
individuals commute to 

work

This company cars 
system benefits some 
groups of individuals 

only

Relevant policies 
already implemented 
regarding company 

cars: could be 
continued 

More broadly, what 
about changing the 
point of attention of 
transition strategies? 



Many thanks for your 
attention!

I would be happy to answer your questions.

My contact details:

line.vanparys@uclouvain.be

https://www.linkedin.com/in/line-vanparys/

mailto:line.vanparys@uclouvain.be
https://www.linkedin.com/in/line-vanparys/
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